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Mr. Soman ?oJhor«t* t Editor 
nent ary 

165 E at 05th. dt., 

-ie-» York, /. 10033 

^eer Hr. Podhoretz, 

*» -?ss sssr^.asr' 22s <-* *— .* 

er«o„ 30 -vices: he has made m a c cut sly sad *V^v b " 3 *»“• «• two 

ility 01* being unimportant end thereby rot havinr^rh 1®^ 8>fl ™ of t “o grer.t dsslreab- 
unstlnteJ friendship of such as th ° cufft * *&• unthlallng and 

*fi *• h - PMJ r, ££ iY£t Sl^?L* iVriV * U * but 1 *"*' «t); 

Tfi, H\?0!W Oil ?H.i V>.RR1N r«POHP by lettln • lt^, m “f?* ° f “ 7 HITX^JI: 

possibly I am equally indebt-d to you for it »», * hia llpS * '° r the a * cond boon 
*»•* of .‘ ay v>, woa. y ’ tor 14 ™ 8 to y ou «Hot I sent « copy the 

then rc f Jf* r ' ,Ch6J yoU 30 earlier 

ficlel) indication of hums ni^ o holy ™ a ,° * T* ( *" fit. upe- 

we must accept, because of Ma ««!*** * c ^ 8 idoretion of It in whot 

end thst of your learned Journal e 9 on Bxh*uativ« P t** r ° altlon your reputation 
report of t h , -rnaident'a “? tlva ? tudy of «» literature on the 

*?**" •« If I los, °< Su: of "»*<«* Cenrody. 

slyxy «hs« Other names than hie nl^ht be ^ntloned^’ Uall ~ a *“* Vroi4,asoT » 

00 not -s ur.0 8 that I^Iaentl^ lnr ^forg^t te^" Jj’ U * 7 } a? ' ths ? 1 forgotten. Please 
It . mod tc 11 v, with m eouenimify }“ B X haw 

comic nly thought of as intellects* & fw thJ^M f° r 1 flttd thtt those 

lawyers. as you at y have heard -snn k H lr first f<5! ’ t,,3t ®a - «n<l this ^includes 

pr-fer to Ignore a humble writer *ho auftore tL^nUfnlt to kelJL y° u * 

In seme mysterious eey ha 3 managed to . h l“ d i 4 Wty of living on a form and 

laurels. If I ajp {„ ?» 1 »* "t nation «u f»i„ b „„. a 

~ V"r ”*«■!♦ ■•»». utim •**. •« i»i«i i •» 

era none), I would w»i corae the chance to vI'M-Ah * * ®* ( ‘ c ‘*® p il *»cret-there 

(t.iey nuiit b; great, far did not the Drofee^^J?^ a :? vcr ® Xlnitotions I suffer 
personage, in your pr-.g e3 ne 7 CP >, . > . ^-^pre me.), debute this towering 

often enjoys, let us Ly on ?*?%£ AVlZtlT -*•*«”* '** la positio: 

the cose, iw it* that n^lT* -allTill f^^M ^ k 011 ® th ° A at firat ® a ^ 3 o«a to be 
th-at of the Iha^dim, U V'x WritiQg * tha 

momenta in ef orts «t oallghteniiut she w!?! I l^erne - and lofty spent a few 
those precious moments for Juch e kiL tZnl '* 3 ?***?* ila ° ° pare a f ® 3 of 

p h-a first I began to read 8aiVBtija of a soul, 

though it was a takeoff on Mooli Il!iohem I » ^ f rrea ^i-olon", I foolishly 

sepo ration of this learned .ork from JoJh rh 1 ^ nt ° 6bl3 trap by tll< » cle>3r 

resplendent authority. «* r “ty -,u .m . f*. ° f **** lta aut;ior la ^ob a 
became clear to even ^ucl^cloudoS in * *“ U , 5tl ° «*^i«tion. loon It 

suffer it) that if U , 1 Jl ^arstsndin^ as nine l plea no forgive me a 3 you 

this brilliant, r^ec^? ' rata. :-o, said l/*l out 

l^w sad Legal History at Yaio y„4 V i " aa admired Chnncellor Kent rrefassor of 

sublime atudlo, of the Supreme “oUt ^* hl %^ r * aaaduoUs 3 «holsr, thia author of 

u y reme -oert, fhe can** bothiag tenth rcte. 
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Then I recalled thet la a magazine called Sanoerts there wag a spoof of 
the assassination of on .ouericon president ana of those who say the people ought 
to know .*ho t hup.oAcd. ‘srUp^s the man sought to touch uj by upoofi ug, my 

foolish nnu unlearned •nliui suggested. l 'o I tola myself, this would be but fifth 

rate spoofing and c rtsinly this trabo ilenwnt of the wisclcs of the would au^oc- 

late hi -self wits aotain fiita rLte. 

.uJicjJ I o.jid aa the realization of hat must be the truth slowly worked its 

way through the aeniiity “>1* my shic.c Lend, this io :kou8<>nse - first rote nonsenoft, 

* propriety to such a greet eon; At l*st x unde stood, *ua *n*t a relief! This is 
nonsense, presented otherwise u tux thos . of lira! tod understanding »ud cl-: II $hfc 
those who nr* wise, a fitting presentation for a <eh a Journal l I on uoc, demean you 
by (ieacribin.s it, £01 1 L. v- el^o l.«arnru ao bo respectful 3 f ay betters)# 

To 1 «'iUot c.r^ratul fct you, -h brilliant editor, for such ei ‘cur of Intellectual 
force, for your and the professor * 0 4 ttelnuient of the absolute perfection in nonsense 
so clevuuly cjLs < gui^ci os <\ raviov. It la positively brilliant, without o u»<>i or the 
possibility of euuul, >11 tb - aoro uo bscsuse of the ut'itur** of its author, 

na tuing, however, doaj trouble uian, no doubt because i am, no 1 know, a stupid 
and unlettered nan. ^erhiipa in your day taut ia so busy - bo* lon^ it rauct hova token 
you to 3«ehch out t,h* man who io without doubt the world’s ^oat rrstemineat export 
in nonaonoe - just act hunts us tbia must ba h n ^r to full time occupation - you 
can t 3 ’ce tfc* few uiaute ■> to euli&hton me. * trouble until 1 ha^r Cron you, 1 hone 
against hone end .uy .:ife will hash bor.ch un extra cun die until 1 do tuar, but in it 
po.'jjiblu that th. prpfejoor wuj t-jltins of aw «non h 3 j^id H o heiu’v 

x too« **-» scrap© fit the ri-re pri volume of oven an epiutalary enstciaii in with 
you if the jre&t s£ intclls jtuoi circle-.. 



de^p hunilitv. 
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V. • ve 1 not such a Unable 'i t, *0 pi- iu Cully u«-ure 0 % cy v n i^norsneo of the 
subject aC bio gr.it rr:>f *:v>r (eft*:- all, I wrote only two books on it), I would 
tiddly :u. .post *het y:*i bring ht nor ?r. j 11 r;y docccndcxi'ts ( thin ic but & idjuro 
of speech fer I childless) by perhops :»n aristocratic gesture ccsr-on* ordinary 
people, of dinu you nay oonsidnr re 0 no, by y^riittiag ne -if the mere tho fat la 
not too forward - *he op ort unity of s*oin ’ if I, d: zaite my hunblo ateticn, dL**ht 
aey in r . ur 1 te.r mp^f. i» ^©xj t thi n m at c~pioce MiuoutiVlcd f,r “hc /'ii.luro of the 

barren ^'euort w • I vc’osc^lodge thrt uy elnilea will not fly e.i bi~h, rriy conjectures 
wil not uxist, I vill h^n(Uc'‘p;ed by « jefpticn I ou * or to truth and 

fbet as roproj^ntci by ericenco. Buz if yeuxetm juct this one ti^c ernsidor penaitiing 
such * desecration of y p M ^es, J ill!, puit^ ru?»tu roily, bo forever in your dobt. 






